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Navigating Disparities in Trauma Care 
May 3 - May 4, 2023 

WITH SPECIAL PRE-SYMPOSIUM COURSES on Monday, May 1, and Tuesday, May 2, 2023 
 

The Mississippi Trauma Care System Foundation is pleased to host the third annual statewide 
trauma symposium at the Golden Nugget Resort and Casino in beautiful Biloxi, MS. This year's 

conference offers trauma center and ambulance service participants the opportunity to assemble as 
a statewide team. The 2023 theme will address disparities in trauma care. Speakers are selected to 

present subject matter on identifying, eliminating, or safely navigating care disparities. Speakers from 
in-state and out-of-state trauma centers are on the agenda.   

 
This four-day event is a comprehensive learning opportunity that begins with two days of pre-

conference skills and certifications May 1-2. Four tracks will be available—a Cadaver Lab Track, 
Registry Track, Skills Track, and ABLS track. The courses are scheduled and duplicated to allow 

attendees to fill their days during the pre-course training and participate in most, if not all, offerings. 
 

The MS Trauma Symposium will begin with registration in the pre-conference area on Wednesday 
morning, May 3, 2023. David Hall, the Director of the Office of EMS and Acute Care Systems, State 

EMS Director, Mississippi State Department of Health, begins a day of lectures providing information 
on the current and future state of the trauma system. The first day combines general and breakout 

Mississippi Trauma Symposium 2023 

 Golden Nugget Biloxi Hotel & Casino 

 

mailto:jgardner@mhanet.org


  Trauma Times Jan. -Mar. 2023 

Mississippi Trauma Care System Foundation News 

 

John O. Gardner, Editor & Director of Trauma Systems, Mississippi Trauma Care System Foundation, Inc. 

     jgardner@mhanet.org       601.368.3325 (O)  :  601.573.5841 (C) 

 

sessions for prehospital and hospital tracks. The day will end with a banquet, awards presentations, 
and live entertainment. Thursday, May 4, 2023, will start with breakout sessions and culminate with 

all attendees joining a lunch and learn format hosted by Duncan Donald, MD FACS, Mississippi 
Trauma Medical Director, and an All-Star panel of experts.  

Day 1 Pre-Symposium:  Monday, May 1, 2023 

Time  Cadaver Lab Track Location  
7:30a – 

3p 
Registration 

Pre-Function 
Area 

8a – 10a 
Cadaver Lab 1 
AIRCARE- University of Mississippi Medical Center 

 
Ship Island AB 

10a – 12p 
Cadaver Lab 2 
AIRCARE- University of Mississippi Medical Center 

Ship Island AB 
 

12P – 1p 
Lunch No Host  

 

1p-3p 
Cadaver Lab 3 
AIRCARE- University of Mississippi Medical Center 

 
Ship Island AB 

3p – 5 
Cadaver Lab 4 
AIRCARE- University of Mississippi Medical Center 

Ship Island AB 
 

Time  Registry Track Location  
7:30a – 

3p 
Registration 

Pre-Function 
Area 

8a – 
9:50a 

Practical Trauma Registry Basics for Injury Prevention 
University of Mississippi Medical Center Team 
Marjolyn Brock, RHIA, Trauma Data Abstractor 
David Tracy, RHIT, Trauma Data Abstractor 
Aleta Guthrie, RHIA, Trauma Data Supervisor  
(Students for this class must have completed the Virtual State Trauma Registry Course 
offered by UMMC, next scheduled for April 20) 

Cat Island 
Ballroom 

 

10a – 12p 
Technical Tips for the Trauma Registry 
Patrick Graham A.A.S., NRP, Trauma Registrar Coordinator, 
Kelly Deakle RN, BSN, North Mississippi Medical Center 

Cat Island 
Ballroom 

 

12P – 1p 
Lunch no host  
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1p-3p 

The Importance of the Trauma Registrar: How your work influences Mississippi 
Trauma Data 
Teresa Windham, MBA\HA, BSN NREMT CHP, Nurse Administrator, Clinical 
Support, MS State Department of Health 
Stephanie Langford, RN, BSN, CHEP, SANE 
Assistant Director of Emergency Services, Southwestern Mississippi Regional Medical 
Center 

Cat Island 
Ballroom 

 

3p – 5 
TBD  

 

Time  Skills Track Location  
7:30a – 

3p 
Registration 

Pre-Function 
Area 

8a – 
12:00p 

STORK ((Stabilizing Obs./Neo patients; Training for Obs./Neo 
emergencies; Outcome improvements; Resource sharing; Kind care for 
vulnerable families) 
Dr. Racheal Morris, 
Emily Ann Wells RNC-NIC, MSN, NNP-BC, Lead NNP Newborn Transport, University of 
Mississippi Medical Center 

Ship Island C  
 

12P – 1p 
Lunch on your on  

 

1p-3p 

Disparities in Prehospital & Hospital Pediatric Care with Trauma Code 
Simulation  
John Wright Team, BSN, RN, EMTP CRPC Outreach Coordinator LeBonheur Children's 
Hospital & Children's Emergency Care Alliance 

Ship Island C  

Time ABLS  Location  

7:00 – 7:30a Registration Pre-Function Area 

7:30a – 5p 
Advanced Burn Life Support (ABLS) 
USA Health  

 
Deer Island Ballroom  

Day 2 Pre-Symposium:  Tuesday, May 2, 2023 

Time  Cadaver Lab Track Location  

7:30a – 3p Registration 
Pre-Function 

Area 

8a – 10a 
Cadaver Lab 5 
AIRCARE- University of Mississippi Medical Center 

 
Ship Island AB 

10a – 12p 
Cadaver Lab 6 
AIRCARE- University of Mississippi Medical Center 

 
Ship Island AB 

12P – 1p 
Lunch no host  
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1p-3p 
Cadaver Lab 7 
AIRCARE- University of Mississippi Medical Center 

 
Ship Island AB 

3p – 5 
Cadaver Lab 8, if needed 
AIRCARE- University of Mississippi Medical Center Ship Island AB 

Time  Registry Track Location  

7:30a – 3p Registration 
Pre-Function 

Area 

8a – 9:45a 
Running Registry Reports  
E. Annette O'Dell, MPA, Training Content Specialist ESO 
  

Cat Island 
Ballroom 

10a – 
11:45p 

Using Reports for Performance Improvement  
E. Annette O'Dell, MPA, Training Content Specialist ESO 

Cat Island 
Ballroom 

12P – 1p 
Lunch no host Cat Island 

Ballroom 

1p-2:45p 
Running Registry Reports  
E. Annette O'Dell, MPA, Training Content Specialist ESO 

Cat Island 
Ballroom 

3p – 4:45p 
Using Reports for Performance Improvement  
E. Annette O'Dell, MPA, Training Content Specialist ESO 

Cat Island 
Ballroom 

Time  Skills Track  Location  

7:30a – 3p Regis Registration 
Pre-Function 

Area 

8a – 12:00p 

STORK (Stabilizing Obs./Neo patients; Training for Obs./Neo 
emergencies; Outcome improvements; Resource sharing; Kind 
care for vulnerable families)  
Dr. Racheal Morris 
Emily Ann Wells RNC-NIC, MSN, NNP-BC, Lead NNP Newborn Transport, 
University of Mississippi Medical Center 

Ship Island C  
 

12P – 1p 
Lunch no host  

 

1p-3p 

Disparities in Prehospital & Hospital Pediatric Care with Trauma 
Code Simulation  
John Wright Team, BSN, RN, EMTP CRPC Outreach Coordinator 
LeBonheur Children's Hospital & Children's Emergency Care Alliance 
 

Ship Island C  
 

8:00a-10:00a 
10:00a-12:00 
1:00p-3:00P 

Prevent Grain Bin Accidents / Silo Rescue  
Benton Moseley, Farm Bureau Insurance Petit Bois 
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Time ABLS Track Location  

7:00 -7:30a  Registration Pre-Function Area 

7:30a – 5p 
Advance Burn Life Support 
Firefighters Burn Center at Regional One  

 
Deer Island 
Ballroom  

 
 

 

 

 

Symposium Agenda: Wednesday, May 3, 2023 

Day 1 Location 

7a – 8a 
Registration/Breakfast 
 

Pre-Function Area 

8a – 8:10a 
Welcome/Announcement 
MTCSF 

Grand Ballroom 

8:10a – 9a 
System Session 

Mississippi State Trauma System of Care 
David B. Hall, MA, NRP, CHP, Director, Bureaus: EMS and Acute Care 
Systems, Mississippi State Department of Health  

Grand Ballroom 

9a – 9:50a 
System Session 

Racial Disparities of Care 
Chinenye Iwuchukwu, MD, MPH, University of Mississippi Medical 
Center  

Grand Ballroom 

10a – 10:30a. 
Break  Pre-Function Area/ 

Vendor Hallway 

10:30a – 11:20a 
Hospital Track 

Telehealth & Trauma Care 
TBD Grand Ballroom 

 Symposium Agenda May 3-4, 2023 
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10:30a – 11:20a 
Prehospital Track 

Update in Prehospital Trauma Care 
Kevin King, RN CFRN NRP, FP-C, MS Critical Care Paramedic Ship Island Ballroom 

11:30a – 12:50p Buffet Luncheon Grand Ballroom 

1p – 1:50p 
System Session 

Non-Accidental Trauma: How Can We Improve Care? 
Nick Watkins, MD, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, Le Bonheur 
Children's Hospital 

Grand Ballroom 

2p – 2:50p 
System Session 

Strangulation: Underestimating the Potential for Lethality 
Shalotta Sharp, RN, SANE-A, SANE-P, Special Projects 
Coordinator/State Forensic Nurse/SANE Coordinator 

Grand Ballroom 

3p – 3:30p 
Break Pre-Function Area/ 

Vendor Hallway 

3:30p – 4:20p. 
Hospital Tract 

 Nursing Care within the Law 
 Susan Lofton, Ph.D., RN, Professor of Nursing, University of 
Mississippi Medical Center  

Grand Ballroom 

3:30p – 4:20p. 
Prehospital 

Tract 

Prevention of Aspiration in Trauma Patient 
Sam Marshall, Program Director, PHI Air Medical Ship Island Ballroom 

6:00p-9:00p Banquet, Awards, Entertainment Grand Ballroom 

 

Day 2  May 4, 2023  Location  

7:00a – 8:00a 
Registration/Breakfast 
 

Pre-Function Area 

8a – 8:10a 
Welcome  
MTCSF Staff 

Grand Ballroom 

8:10a – 9a 
Hospital Track 

 

Improving Outcomes with early intervention: Focus on 
Hypothermia and Traumatic Brain Injuries 
Michelle Goreth, DNP, APRN, CPNP-AC, CPEN, CTRN, CCRN-P, TCRN 

Grand Ballroom 

8:10a – 9a 
Prehospital 

Track 

Pediatric Trauma Case Studies/Review:  Head & Neuro  
Mark Galtelli, BS, NRP 
 

Ship Island Ballroom 

9a- 9:50a 
HOSPITAL 

TRACK 
 

Project Inspire: Addressing disparities in the Community Violence 
Ashley Williams MD, Assistant Professor of Surgery, USA Health 
University Hospital 

Grand Ballroom 

9a- 9:50a 
Prehospital 

Track 

Pediatric Trauma Case Study/Review- Thoracic & Abdominal 
Benji Sessums, MS, Emergency Medical Technology, Jones College 
Eric Williams, Ph.D., Emergency Medical Technology, Jones College 

Ship Island Ballroom 
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For the latest updates, visit: 

https://mstraumafoundation.org/trauma-education/symposium-2/ 

                               
 

 

9:50a – 10:30a Break  

10:30a – 
11:20a 
HOSPITAL 
TRACK 

Association Between Adverse Childhood Experiences and 
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder Symptoms in Adults with Injury 
Beth Huffmaster                      USA Health 

Grand Ballroom 

10:30 – 11:20a 
Prehospital 
Track 

Telehealth use in EMS to Treat Trauma in the Rural Setting 
TBD Ship Island Ballroom 

11:30a – 1:30p 
Round Table Trauma Cases: Lunch & Learn 
W. Duncan Donald, MD, FACS, Director, Trauma and Surgical Services 
Forrest General Hospital & All-Star Panel 

Grand Ballroom 

1:30p 
 

Closing Comments/Adjourn  

mailto:jgardner@mhanet.org
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Symposium Cost 

Early Bird Registration Ends March 31 

Mississippi Trauma System participants $50 

Non-Mississippi Trauma System Participants $100 

Register Early - Many courses have a maximum capacity cutoff.  

The last day to make room reservations will be April 7th or until rooms run out. 

 

REGISTER FOR THE PRE-SYMPOSIUM AND SYMPOSIUM  

 

 
Or select the following link: 

https://www.mhanet.org/Trauma/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=TRAUMA2023&Webs
iteKey=30e0d272-721f-486c-8066-2672c5a4528c 

 

REGISTER FOR YOUR HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS AT THE GOLDEN NUGGET:  

 
           

ATTENDEES MAY ALSO MAKE THEIR RESERVATIONS BY CALLING 1-800-777-7568 

AND USING THE GROUP CODE S230348 

mailto:jgardner@mhanet.org
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CONTINUING EDUCATION:  

The pre-symposium and symposium educational offers are eligible for continuing education credits 

and will be provided by the USA Office of Continuing Medical Education, 650 Clinic Drive, Suite 1100, 

Mobile, Alabama. 

 

In support of improving patient care, USA's College of Medicine Office of CME is jointly accredited by 

the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for 

Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide 

continuing education for the healthcare team. Provider Number: 4008198 

 

Mississippi State Department of Health will determine continuing education credits for Emergency 

Medical Services personnel. 

 

Pre-Symposium and Symposium Courses will be eligible for continuing education credits. Courses are 

pending final determination, but participants should expect most offerings to be approved. Once the 

course content is submitted, and eligibility determined, MTCSF will announce the total credits offered.

The trauma system is blessed to have so 

many hardworking and caring members 

who make a difference in patients' lives 

daily. Do you know an outstanding trauma 

professional that deserves recognition? 

We would love to celebrate them and their 

 

 

exceptional contributions to the trauma 

system at the third annual statewide 

trauma symposium on May 3, 2023. 6:00 

pm during the banquet. Award recipients 

will be notified before the Symposium to 

ensure banquet attendance. 

Before you complete the online 

nomination, here are the categories and 

criteria. 

2023 MTCSF Symposium Awards 
Mississippi is full of incredibly dedicated 

and compassionate trauma professionals. 
Please complete the survey and provide 

nominations for the 2023 MTCSF 
Statewide Trauma Symposium Awards. 

Taking the time to complete the survey 

mailto:jgardner@mhanet.org
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will allow us to highlight the excellent care 

across Mississippi. Thank you for taking 
the time to help us recognize individuals 

that work hard, provide exceptional care, 
and advocate for trauma patients.  

 

To encourage you to complete the 

nomination form, you will be entered into 

a drawing to win a $100 gift card. The gift 

card winner will be announced at the 2023 

MTCSF Trauma Symposium awards 

banquet. 

Legacy Award: Lifetime Achievement 

Recognizes an individual (current, retired, 

or posthumously) who has proven 

dedication to the development and 

ongoing support of the Mississippi Trauma 

System of Care. The nominee should have 

a distinguished career and visionary 

leadership dedicated to the prevention of 

injuries, advancement in trauma care, 

and lifelong commitment to the Care of 

trauma patients. 

 

The Rising Star Award 

Rising stars are always eager to learn in 

the ever-changing and challenging 

healthcare world. Rising stars voluntarily 

take on challenges, acquire valuable 

certificates, have an intrinsic sense of 

curiosity, and embrace change. Rising 

Stars shine, succeed, and support others. 

 

Please help us recognize a trauma 

professional who exhibits a Rising Star's 

resilience, skill, and passion for the 

Mississippi trauma program's 

future.  Anyone who has gone above and 

beyond for trauma patients and the 

trauma system of Care is eligible for 

nomination. 

The Red Tulip Award for Exceptional 

Trauma Service: For Trauma Program 

Manager and Trauma Registrar. 

 

The broken red tulip, adopted by the 

American Trauma Society (ATS), 

symbolizes the pain, suffering, and 

lifestyle change caused by traumatic 

injury. This award recognizes a nursing 

professional who demonstrates the goal of 

keeping the tulip strong, straight, and 

unaffected by trauma. Please help us to 

nominate a trauma professional in the 

field of nursing who has made 

a significant and sustained contribution to 

the Mississippi Trauma System of Care on 

a local, district, and State level. 

Circle of Excellence Award 

 

The Circle of Excellence Award aligns with 

the mission of the Mississippi Trauma 

Care System to build and support a 

statewide system that provides superior 

care, starting when the injury is detected 

and continuing through definitive 

treatment while striving to decrease 

injury and death from trauma. The award 

highlights survivor stories and the best of 

mailto:jgardner@mhanet.org
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the Mississippi Trauma System of Care. 

Help recognize a survivor story and the 

trauma team that promotes excellent 

patient care through effective 

communication, true collaboration, 

decision-making, critical thinking, the 

ability to address challenges related to 

patient care, and advocacy for the trauma 

patient. The survivor story highlights a 

team that exhibits dedication to the 

statewide trauma system model and 

shows passion in the steps they take to 

treat trauma patients. A team may include 

staff from some or all of the following 

points of contact: First Responders, 

ground ambulance, air ambulance, 

trauma centers (ER, surgical, etc.), 

transfer teams, higher level of care 

centers, and possibly rehabilitation. This 

award recognizes the value of the 

Mississippi Trauma System of Care. 

 

Rookie of the Year Award 

 

New members join the trauma care 

system as healthcare continues to evolve 

and progress. The rookie brings 

innovative light, excitement, and 

questions to the controlled chaos of 

trauma patient care. Please help us 

recognize a healthcare professional in 

their first year of employment in trauma 

care who has a passion for their new 

career. The rookie has proven dedicated 

to growing and developing as they 

navigate the trauma system in the first 

year. They have exceptional drive and 

motivation.  They have the respect of 

their peers, show an exceptionally high 

level of critical thinking skills, and 

consistently work to reduce risk. They are 

committed to mastering skills and 

expanding their knowledge as they 

advocate for trauma patients. 

 

This year, we will announce the winners in 

advance to ensure they are present to 

receive their awards.  

Please complete the questionnaire by 

clicking the link below and submit your 

nominations by February 17, 2023.  

 or access directly at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LGJYJ

MB 

You can only complete the survey once. If 

you have any questions or need to submit 

additional information, contact Victoria 

Hickerson at vhickerson@mhanet.org  

 

 

mailto:jgardner@mhanet.org
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Bywy Fire Department Host 

Life-Saving County-Wide 

Training 

 

Chief John Ballard and the volunteers at 

the Bywy Fire Department hosted a 

Choctaw county-wide training event on 

January 5, 2023, at the fire department.  

The event was very successful, evidenced 

by forty-six 
attendees. 

Included in the 

class were 
representatives 

from six fire 
departments, 

Sheriff Brandon Busby and staff at the 
Choctaw County Sheriff's Department, 

Ackerman Chief of Police, Tim Cook and 
police department staff, MS Wildlife, 

Fisheries & Parks, and 911 dispatchers.  

 

MTCF Education Coordinator Matt 

Edwards, MSN, working with Chief 

Ballard, provided training in life-saving 

steps for these first responders to identify 

and stop life-threatening bleeding.  

 

STOP THE BLEED® is the result of a 

collaborative effort led by the American 

College of Surgeons Committee on 

Trauma (ACS COT) to bring knowledge of 

bleeding control to the public. 

 

John Gardner, Director of 

the Mississippi Trauma 

Care System Foundation, 

joined Mr. Edwards for this 

well-attended event.  
 

 

 

These instructors provided the attendees 

with certificates and tourniquet kits, 

including all the tools needed to Stop the 

Bleed. These tourniquet kits are made 

possible by a grant 

from the Mississippi 

State Department 

of Health, Bureau 

of Acute Care 

Systems. If you are 

interested in 

hosting a similar 

event in your community, contact MTCSF 

staff via email: 

jgardner@mhanet.org; 

medwards@mhanet.org;  

vhickerson@mhanet.org  
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Baptist Memorial Golden Triangle 

Hosts a Stop the Bleed Class for West 

Point Teachers 

 

(Standing) Brad Beckham, MD, Melissa Downey, 

RN Baptist Memorial Golden Triangle, and 

(seated) Will Mitchell, RN NMMC West Point 

ED/CCU Manager and a portion of the school 

faculty. 

On January 10, 2023, Baptist Memorial 

Hospital Golden Triangle hosted a Stop 

the Bleed® course. Dr. Brad Beckham, 

MD, Trauma Medical Director, and Melissa 

Downey, RN, Trauma Program Manager, 

lead the presentation to a group of about 

sixty. Nurses and Paramedics from PHI Air 

Ambulance and North MS Medical Center 

West Point supported the skills station 

instruction. John Gardner, Director of the 

Mississippi Trauma Care System 

Foundation, provided five local police 

officers with tourniquet kits. The 

tourniquet kits are made possible by a 

grant through the Mississippi State  

 

 

Department of Health for law enforcement 

officers and first responders. 

  

 

For more information 

https://www.southalabama.edu/colleges/

com/departments/surgery/trauma-

symposium.html 

 

 

The Trauma Nurse and 

Trauma EMS recognition 

programs continue to 

bring trauma care awareness to the 

forefront.  

mailto:jgardner@mhanet.org
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If you want to nominate a 

nurse or EMS provider, go 

to the Mississippi Trauma 

Care System Foundation 

website or contact a staff 

member.  

    

    

 

Town Hall Meeting Schedule 

North District – January 10, Apr.11, and 

July 11 

Central District – February 14, May 9, and 

August 8 

South District –Mar. 14, June 13,and  

September 12 

All District Meetings begin at 10:00 am    

      

Send News and Announcements to 

jgardner@mhanet.org 

 

 

Emergency Medical 
Services, Trauma 

Center staff and 
leaders, physicians, 

state trauma 

advisory, and 
performance improvement committee 

members are invited to the Mississippi 
State Capitol Building to advocate for 

legislation supporting improving the care 
and outcomes of Mississippi Trauma 

Patients. Trauma Advocacy Day at the 
Capitol is on Wednesday, March 1, 2023, 

from 7:30 am – 11:30 am. Trauma 
Advocacy Day is your opportunity to 

publicly support and speak with 
lawmakers and media to advocate for 

trauma care needs and highlight the 
benefits of our Mississippi Trauma System 

of Care. For More Information, contact: 

John Gardner, Director 

Mississippi Trauma Care System 
Foundation 

jgardner@mhanet.org 
601-573-5841 

 
Duncan Donald, MD FACS 

Mississippi Trauma Medical Director 
Duncan.Donald@forrestgeneral.com 
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